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Rep. David Hobson says he has been ob-
jecting for months, but no one has been lis-
tening.

So the seven-term Ohio Republican took a
step he says he’s pretty uncomfortable taking
— threatening to derail the House-Senate
compromise on creating a prescription drug
benefit under Medicare.

“I have not tried to stir up discontent on this
bill,” Hobson said last week. “But unfortu-
nately, nobody listened so I’ve been forced to
do what I don’t like to do, which is take this
position.”

At issue for Hobson is a relatively obscure
provision in the House-passed Medicare bill
that would allow competitive bidding for
home health care equipment paid for by
Medicare. It’s backed by House Ways and
Means Chairman Bill Thomas (R-Calif.) but
opposed by the Senate, which would freeze
the cost of such medical equipment over the
next several years.

Thomas’ approach, Hobson said, “will
force a lot of small business people out of busi-
ness.” 

However, Thomas has argued that the pro-
vision will save Medicare money in the long
run, and he has fought vigorously to keep his
version in the final conference report.

Hobson said he voted for the original House

bill with the provision in-
cluded because “I was told
there’d be a reasonable ac-
cord, but no one has talked to
me about a reasonable ac-
cord.”

So now Hobson says he has
“talked to everybody I can in
the [House GOP] leadership”
to tell them he will not vote a
second time for a bill that con-
tains the competitive bidding
provision.

One House Member’s com-
plaint on such a far-reaching
measure might not be a big deal if the
Medicare bill had passed by more than one
vote in the House, or if more than nine De-
mocrats had supported the bill’s initial pas-
sage.

But Hobson’s case is just one instance
among many in the tremendous backlash
House GOP leaders are getting from their
trusty rank and file over the process and pol-
icy of the Medicare bill.

One House Republican leadership aide es-
timated that GOP leaders could count on only
about 100 solid votes no matter what comes
out of the conference committee. The other 118
they need to prevail will have to be cajoled out
of Members whose concerns on the bill are like
juggling “cats and dogs,” the aide said.

In some ways, it has become a situation
much like the Senate faces every day — where
the objections of one lawmaker can bring a
bill to a screeching halt.

“They have a lot of leverage because these
are guys who are Republicans who voted yes
[on the Medicare bill] the first time,” noted one
health care lobbyist involved in the talks on
home health care supplies.

The problem is compounded because
House Republicans decided to forgo input
from all but two Senate Democrats during
conference talks. Just last week, an angry Rep.
Charlie Rangel (D-N.Y.), who is the ranking
member on Ways and Means and was named
a conferee on the bill, led 12 other Democrats
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Griffin Gone. Longtime Senate De-
mocratic leadership aide Brian
Griffin has left Capitol Hill to be-

come director of government relations
for Honeywell International. 

For the past three and a half years,
Griffin has served as Democratic Policy
Committee Chairman Byron Dorgan’s
(N.D.) leadership adviser. He first cut his
teeth in the chamber as a Senate Page and
sharpened them when he returned after
college to work in the Democratic Cloak-
room.

“He is very resourceful and bright,”
Dorgan said. “He has great knowledge
of how the Senate works.”

Energetic Way to Cash In. Word
from Capitol Hill is that Rep. Joe Barton
(R-Texas) is in line to become the next
chairman of the Energy and Commerce
Committee when Rep. Bill Tauzin (R-
La.) leaves Congress.

That’s good news for Barton — and
even better news for a half-dozen former 
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Rep. David Hobson said “nobody listened” to concerns.
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Not Indebted to Lobbyists. Normal-
ly when a corporation gets in trouble
with the government, it reaches into its
wallet and hires some big-name lobby-
ists to help it out in Washington.

Not so with AmeriDebt. When the
leading debt management firm found it-
self under increased federal scrutiny re-
cently, it fired its only lobbying firm.

According to sources close to the situ-
ation, AmeriDebt ended its six-month
relationship with the Westin Rinhart
Group after the debt management firm
shook up its management team.

Meanwhile, AmeriDebt’s in-house
lobbyist left the firm. The move comes
at a time when a handful of states have
brought lawsuits against the company
alleging that the firm overcharges cus-
tomers. The Internal Revenue Service
and the Federal Trade Commission also
are scrutinizing debt management com-
panies, while Rep. Julia Carson (D-Ind.)
introduced a bill that would crack down
on the industry.

At the same time, a set of smaller, non-
profit credit counseling organizations have
shuttled their chief executives to Washing-
ton to brief Members of Congress about 
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Congress may have ended prohibition 70
years ago, but now small vintners believe the
law that repealed it, the 21st Amendment, hin-
ders their ability to hawk their wine across the
country in the 21st century.

The vintners took their case to Congress last
week, arguing at a House hearing that the com-
merce clause of the Constitution gives them
the right to ship their goods throughout the
states unfettered.

But they’re being opposed by the powerful
Wine and Spirits Wholesalers of America,
which believes that online sales of any alco-
holic beverage — including wine — might
encourage underage drinking and cost states
tax revenue (in addition to taking a bite out of
the wholesalers’ profits).

Locked in the middle is the Federal Trade
Commission, which issued a report in July
concluding that “states could significantly en-
hance consumer welfare by allowing the di-
rect shipment of wine to consumers,” accord-
ing to Todd Zywicki, the commission’s poli-

cy planning office director.
That apparently held a lot of weight with

members of the House Energy and Commerce
subcommittee on commerce, trade and con-
sumer protection, which held a hearing Thurs-
day on the issue of state intervention in online
wine sales.

“If the FTC staff report analysis holds true
for markets other than McLean [Va., the site
for the FTC study], I find it persuasive that
states should pursue less restrictive forms of
regulation of direct interstate wine sales than
outright bans,” said Rep. Cliff Stearns (R-
Fla.), the subcommittee’s chairman.

The winemakers argue that states restrict
online sales to promote local vineyards and
please the wholesalers.

“This debate is not really about underage
access,” said David Sloane, president of the
vintner trade group WineAmerica. “This de-
bate is not really about tax evasion; and this
debate is most decidedly not about a public
galvanized against direct shipment. This de-
bate — as a very wise poet once said — is all

Online Wine Sales Uncork a Hill Battle
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“All legislative Powers herein 
granted shall be vested in a Congress

of the United States, which shall
consist of a Senate and House of

Representatives.”

— THE CONSTITUTION
Article 1, Section 1

RAINMAKERS

File Photo

Rep. George Radanovich said it’s “95
percent ‘for the money, honey.’”


