“All legidative Powers herein

granted shdl be vested in a Congress
of the United States, which shall
consist of a Senate and House of
Representatives”
— THE CONSTITUTION
Article 1, Section 1
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riffin Gone. Longtime Senate De-
mocratic leadership aide Brian

Griffin hasleft Capitol Hill to be-
come director of government relations
for Honeywell International.

For the past three and ahdlf years,
Griffin has served as Democretic Policy
Committee Chairman Byron Dorgan’'s
(N.D.) leadership adviser. Hefirgt cut his
teeth in the chamber as a Senate Page and
sharpened them when he returned after
collegeto work in the Democratic Cloak-
room.

“Heisvery resourceful and bright,”
Dorgan said. “He has great knowledge
of how the Senate works”

Ener getic Way to Cash In. Word
from Capitol Hill isthat Rep. Joe Barton
(R-Texas) isin line to become the next
chairman of the Energy and Commerce
Committee when Rep. Bill Tauzin (R-
La) leaves Congress.

That's good newsfor Barton — and
even better news for a haf-dozen former

Continued on page 13

Capitol Daybook

Keep up with this week’s big hearings and
press conferences in the House and Senate
as Congress tries to get out of town,

p. 21.
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Not Indebted to L obbyists. Normal-
ly when a corporation getsin trouble
with the government, it reachesinto its
wallet and hires some big-name lobby-
isgtsto help it out in Washington.

Not so with AmeriDebt. When the
leading debt management firm found it-
saf under increased federa scrutiny re-
cently, it fired its only lobbying firm.

According to sources close to the situ-
ation, AmeriDebt ended its six-month
relationship with the Westin Rinhart
Group after the debt management firm
shook up its management team.

Meanwhile, AmeriDebt’s in-house
lobbyist left the firm. The move comes
a atimewhen ahandful of states have
brought lawsuits against the company
alleging that the firm overcharges cus-
tomers. The Internal Revenue Service
and the Federal Trade Commission dso
are scrutinizing debt management com-
panies, while Rep. Julia Carson (D-Ind.)
introduced abill that would crack down
on theindustry.

Atthesametime, aset of smdler, non-
profit credit counsding organizations have
shuttled their chief executivesto Washing-
ton to brief Members of Congress about

Continued on page 12

Hobson’s

Choice

GOP Member May Block Drug
Bill Over Equipment Provision

By Emily Pierce
ROLL CALL STAFF

Rep. David Hobson says he has been ob-
jecting for months, but no one has been lis-
tening.

So the seven-term Ohio Republican took a
step he says hel s pretty uncomfortabletaking
— threatening to derail the House-Senate
compromise on creating a prescription drug
benefit under Medicare.

“I havenot tried to tir up discontent onthis
bill,” Hobson said last week. “But unfortu-
nately, nobody listened so I've been forced to
dowhat | don't like to do, which istake this
position.”

At issuefor Hobson isardatively obscure
provision in the House-passed Medicare hill
that would allow competitive bidding for
home hedth care equipment paid for by
Medicare. It's backed by House Ways and
Means Chairman Bill Thomas (R-Cdif.) but
opposed by the Senate, which would freeze
the cost of such medica equipment over the
next severa years.

Thomas approach, Hobson said, “will
forcealot of small businesspeopleout of busi-
ness”

However, Thomas has argued that the pro-
vision will save Medicare money inthelong
run, and he has fought vigoroudly to keep his
version in thefinal conference report.

Hobsonsaidhevotedfor theorigina House

bill with the provision in-
cluded because “I was told
there'd be a reasonable ac-
cord, but no one hastalked to
me about a reasonable ac-
cord.”

Sonow Hobsonsayshehas
“talked to everybody | canin
the[House GOP] leadership”
totell them hewill not votea
secondtimefor abill that con-
tainsthe competitive bidding
provision.

OneHouse Member’'scom-
plaint on such a far-reaching
measure might not be a big dea if the
Medicare hill had passed by more than one
vote in the House, or if more than nine De-
mocrats had supported the bill’s initid pas-
sage.

But Hobson's case is just one instance
among many in the tremendous backlash
House GOP leaders are getting from their
trusty rank and file over the process and pol-
icy of the Medicare hill.

One House Republican leadership aide es-
timated that GOP leaders could count on only
about 100 solid votes no matter what comes
outof theconferencecommittee. Theother 118
they need to prevail will haveto be cgjoled out
of Memberswhoseconcernsonthebill arelike
juggling “catsand dogs,” the aide said.
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Rep. David Hobson said “nobody listened” to concerns.

In some ways, it has become a stuation
muchlikethe Senatefacesevery day—where
the objections of one lawmaker can bring a
bill to ascreeching halt.

“They have alot of leverage because these
are guyswho are Republicanswho voted yes
[ontheMedicarehill] thefirsttime,” notedone
hedth care lobbyist involved in the talks on
home hedlth care supplies.

The problem is compounded because
House Republicans decided to forgo input
from all but two Senate Democrats during
conferencetalks. Just last week, anangry Rep.
Charlie Rangdl (D-N.Y.), who istheranking
member on Ways and M eans and was hamed
aconfereeonthebill, led 12 other Democrats

Continued on page 14

Online Wine Sales Uncork

File Photo

Rep. George Radanovich said it's“ 95
percent ‘for the money, honey.’”

By Nicole Duran
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Congress may have ended prohibition 70
years ago, but now small vintners believe the
law that reped edit, the21st Amendment, hin-
derstheir ability to hawk their wineacrossthe
country in the 21st century.

Thevintnerstook their caseto Congresslast
week, arguing at aHousehearingthat thecom-
merce clause of the Condtitution gives them
the right to ship their goods throughout the
states unfettered.

But they’re being opposed by the powerful
Wine and Spirits Wholesders of America,
which believes that online sales of any aco-
holic beverage — including wine — might
encourage underage drinking and cost states
tax revenue (in addition to taking abite out of
thewholesders prafits).

Locked in the middle is the Federa Trade
Commission, which issued a report in July
concludingthat “ statescould significantly en-
hance consumer welfare by alowing the di-
rect shipment of wineto consumers,” accord-
ing to Todd Zywicki, the commission’s poli-

a Hill Battle

cy planning office director.

That apparently held a lot of weight with
membersof theHouseEnergy and Commerce
subcommittee on commerce, trade and con-
sumer protection, whichheldahearing Thurs-
day ontheissueof gateinterventioninonline
winesdes.

“If the FTC staff report andysis holdstrue
for markets other than McLean [Va, the ste
for the FTC study], | find it persuasive that
states should pursue less redtrictive forms of
regulation of direct interstate wine salesthan
outright bans” said Rep. Cliff Stearns (R-
Fla.), the subcommittee’s chairman.

The winemakers argue that states restrict
online sales to promote local vineyards and
please the wholesders.

“This debate is not redly about underage
access” said David Sloane, president of the
vintner trade group WineAmerica. “This de-
bate is not realy about tax evasion; and this
debate is most decidedly not about a public
galvanized againgt direct shipment. This de-
bate— asavery wise poet once said — isal

Continued on page 14
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New from

Rowman ¢ Littlefield

How to OUST THE WORLD’S
LAST DICTATORS &y 2025

AMBASSADOR MARK PALMER

n Breaking the Real Axis of Evil,

Ambassador Mark Palmer has the

gumption to argue what diplo-
mats and political leaders dare not
speak: that global peace will not be
achieved until democracies replace the
world’s remaining dictatorships.

Ambassador Mark Palmer’s democracy
manifesto is a radical blueprint for demo-
cratic change everywhere dictators oppress
their people, and an impassioned call for a
Joreign policy true to Americas founding
principles.”

—Senator John McCain

“T watched Ambassador Palmer in action
in Budapest as he helped galvanize and
even march with Hungarian democrats. 1
recommend his book to my colleagues in
the Congress and in democratic parlia-
ments around the world.”
—Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi,
House Minority Leader

“Mark Palmers vision of a 100% demo-
cratic world is bold and important. I urge
anyone interested in supporting the struggle
of Chinese, Arab, African, and Cuban
democrats to read this book!”

—Bill Richardson, former Secretary of
Energy, Ambassador to the United
Nations, Congressman, and now
Governor of New Mexico

“During and after the three world wars
(two hot, one cold) of the twentieth centu-
ry we and our allies have freed much of the
world. Mark Palmer shows us how to fin-
ish the job. Bravo.”

—R. James Woolsey, former director
of the CIA and Chairman of the
Board of Freedom House

Ambassador Palmer is Mr. Human
Rights.” This can be the Age of Democracy
if we heed the lessons of his book.”
—Max Kampelman, foreign policy
advisor to three U. S. Presidents

October 2003 368 pages
ISBN 0-7425-3254-2 Cloth $27.95

Available at your local book store

www.RowmanlLittlefield.com 15% web discount
call 1-800-462-6420

Lobbyist Finds Niche in Public Sculptures

Chwat & Co. President Gets Chance to Demonstrate His Love of Shakespeare

Thisisthefirst in an occasional
seriesthat will takean off-beat look
at Washington's lobbying commu-
nity.

By Jessica L. Brady
ROLL CALL STAFF

While K Street insiders usualy
prefer to schmooze a power spots
like The Palm, lobbyist and art en-
thusiast John Chwat finds solacein
rubbing elbows a the Folger The-
aer.

That'sbecause Chwat & Co. rep-
resentstheAmerican Friendsof the
Shakespeare Birthplace Trudt, a
nonprofit group that works to pre-
serve landmarks through educa
tional programs and fundraising.

To be sure, his Alexandria, Va.-
based firm has traditiona clients
suchastheUniversity of Oklahoma
andtheNationa Association of As-
sistant USAttorneys.

But Chwat says he getsthe most
fulfillment out of the lobbying he
does for the placement of public
sculptures— mogt inspired by the
works of William Shakespeare —
in D.C. and around the world.

“It'sadifferent sideof lobbying,”
the Washington native said. “It'sa
niche we've chosen to work on.”

Chwat also represents the non-
profit Shakespeare Birthplace
Trust aswell as Greg Wyatt, aNew
York-based sculptor who has sev-
eral pieces scattered across Wash-
ington.

Lagt spring, the Folger Shake-

-
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used his Rolodex and politica ex-
pertise to successfully have severd
of Wyatt's Shakespeare-inspired
bronze statues displayed around
Capital Hill, including at the State
Department and in Congressiond
offices. His efforts have dso pro-
duced placements in Albany, N.Y.,
Nashville, Tenn., and Charleston,
SC.

Chwat’s quirky interest isarela
tively new elementtohis30-year ca-
reer, whichstartedintheearly 1970s
aschief of staff tothelate Rep. John
Breckinridge (D-Ky.) and former
Rep. Bill Boner (D-Tenn.).

It wasnot until thelate 1980sthat
Chwet took hispersona interestsin
art and literature and developed
them into a unique career. With the
help of then-Rep. Bill Green (R-
N.Y.), Chwat brought ascul ptureex-
hibit to the House Cannon Office
Building in 1989. The temporary
display drew support and intrigue
from Members and staffers, which
Chwat saidiswhet triggered him to
continue lobbying for sculpture
placements.

“It was agreat example of using
Congressiond relations to achieve
placements’ of sculptures, Chwat
sad.

With his contacts on the Hill, the
lobbyist said heisable to avoid the
red tgpe that takes other projects
yearsto be unveiled.

InJune2004, Chwat will againat-
tend an unveiling ceremony at the
Folger’sgardenforthearrival of four

Speare Library was decorated with
sverd statues Chwat was ingtru-
mental in having placed. Four
scul pturesingpired by the works of
Shakespeare now stand inthelibrary’sEliza-
bethan Garden.

Garland Scott of the Folger Library called
Chwat a" passionateadvocate” whohasfound
away to merge hiswork with hisoutsidein-
terests.

“I think he was just looking for a way to
have more time working on his interests,’
Scott said. “This way he gets to express his
love of Shakespeare”

Doubling as president of the American
Friends and a seasoned |obbyist, Chwat has

7 l;ile Plr;oto
L obbyist John Chwat poseswith a sculpturetitled “ Julius
Caesar” at the Folger ShakespeareLibrary.

additional Wyatt sculptures.
Ashead of theAmerican Friends,
Chwat will be thrilled &t the cde-
bration of Shakespeare. As presi-
dent of a lobbying firm, he will be pleased
with his company’s latest accomplishment.
“1 have an advantage with thistypeof lab-
bying,” Chwat said. “I'm definitely very fa-
miliar with the work involved in the place-
ments. Plus, thisisan areal’ minterestedin.”

MCT Decides to Add Rudman to Its Team

Continued from page 11
the growing problem.

“Part of the reason that there are some
abusesisbecausetherearenofedera guide-
lines to enforce standards” in the market-
place, said Lydia Sermons-Ward of the Na-
tional Foundation for Credit Counseling.

The National Foundation for Credit Coun-
sing and the American Association of Debt
Manage-
MORE K ST. FILES e or
ganiza-
tions support Carson's bill as agood first sep
toward removing bad actorsfrom theindustry.

Carson's bill would establish federal stan-
dardsfor AmeriDebt and other companiesin
the credit counsdling industry and would im-
pose civil penaties on violators.

Jet Set Campaigning. Anandysisof cam-
paign disclosure forms by Political Money-
Line.com revedls that Democratic presiden-
tial hopefuls are flying across the country on
jetsowned by law firms, unionsand other key
interests.

Of course, the campaigns must give prop-
er compensation, which is based on market-
ratefirst-classairfare.

North Carolina Sen. John Edwards cam-
paignhaspaid $140,000totheDallaslawfirm
Baron and Budd for use of its company jet.

An analysis released by
PoliticalMoneyLine.com
shows that the presidential
campaign of Sen. John
Edwards paid $140,000 to a
Dallas law firm for use of its
company jet. Rep. Richard
Gephardt has been flying on
planes owned by two
unions, while Sen. John
Kerry uses his wife’s plane.

Edwards campaign has adso used flight
sarvices from the Decatur, Il.-based agri-
businessgiant Archer DanielsMidland cost-

ing nearly $20,000.

Rep. Richard Gephardt (Mo.) hasalsoused
ADM forflightsonthepresidentia campaign
trail.

The former House Minority Leader has
been flying on planes owned by two unions
that have publicly supported him — the In-
ternational Union of Bricklayers and Al-
lied Craftworkers, and the International
Association of Machinists and Aerospace
Workers.

According to the report, Sen. John Kerry
(Mass.) hasreimbursed Flying Squirrel char-
ter airline to the tune of $70,000. His wife,
TeresaHeinz, ownsthe service.

MCI hires Rudman. Former Sen. War-
ren Rudman (R-N.H.) hasbecomethe latest
former Member to sign on with M Cl asthe
company works itsway out of bankruptcy.

Rudman joined the embattled telecommu-
nicationsfirm to advise on ethica and corpo-
rate governance issues. He will not be alob-
byist for the embattled company.

Rudman joins former lawvmakers such as
ex-Reps. Thomas Bliley (R-Va) and Bob
Waker (R-Pa.) andformer Sen. JakeGarn (R-
Utah) on MCl’steam of advisers.



